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President’s Overview 
 

     Happy 10th Birthday to DVE Aquatic       
 
2022 is our 10th year of operation and it’s fabulous to have all areas of DVE Aquatic up and running at full 
steam again. Not even a year ago, as we were emerging out of lockdown, we saw a slow return to full 
services while people were regaining confidence in returning to sport and to compete again. It is 
wonderful to now see our memberships growing again.  
 
Since the start of the calendar year, we have seen everyone come back enthusiastically training and 
competing. The last DVE swim meet held at Watermarc was a huge success, we’ve had DVE swimmers 
travel interstate for Nationals and we have been lucky to be able to send a strong team of swimmers to 
State Championships. Water polo had kids in three different age groups in three teams competing in 
Brisbane for the Australian Youth Competition. Diving remains a small but steady stream in our club. 
 
Last December we were very excited to hold our combined Christmas Party at Diamond Creek pool, and 
everyone enjoyed socialising and catching up as a whole club. Both water polo and swimming and diving 
have had their presentation nights, which saw a very enthusiastic response after two missed years. It was 
so lovely to hand out trophies and medals again and to celebrate so many achievements. Kids and adults 
alike had a great night. 
 
Keep your eyes open for an invite later in the year to another whole club event to celebrate our 10th 
birthday. In the meantime, we are now running club night for the whole club and encouraging divers and 
water polo players to come and join in the fun of swim racing, to record times in all strokes and watch the 
pb’s start to drop with all the hard training done by all of our athletes. 
 
Financially the club is in a very strong position, thanks to the hard work of our VP’s, I’d like to thank Paul 
(swimming), Jamie (water polo) and Ken (diving) and successful grant applications by Kate our secretary 
and Maree our treasurer keeping us up to date on where we sit financially. This executive committee has 
been a pleasure to work with and the whole club needs to congratulate them all on their commitment 
and hard work they put into volunteering for the club to make DVE the success that it is. 
 
If anyone hasn’t seen the new website, I suggest you take a look. There are some spectacular photos on 
there and it all looks a lot fresher, and the mobile page is amazing. A huge thanks goes to Paul Piaia and 
Anna Joske for their hard work in getting this up and running. I would also like to do a big shout out to 
Maria Tan for the amazing work on our socials. Whilst she is focused mostly on swimming, she has also 
made some water polo slides to post.  
 
We are also incredibly lucky to have some amazing volunteer coaches, water polo has Alberto Vela as 
head coach and diving has Greg McGregor as well as Ken Houghton. Also, Bob Oldfield has been and 
amazing presence at DVE for over 40 years as our club registrar, swimming official and stroke correction 
coach. Thank you, you have all put in many years of volunteering.  
 
As you can tell, the club is nothing, without all our volunteers and there are many I have not mentioned 
here who have helped in our three different disciplines as well as with the overall running of the club. To 
everyone who has helped us in any way, we are very grateful for your efforts and commitment to make 
DVE Aquatic such a fantastic club. We are always looking for new volunteers, and there is no better way 
to make new friends and get to know more people in our club, everyone is welcome. 
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My two years of holding president has had its ups and downs, like everything in the past two years but it 
has been my pleasure to help keep DVE running and an absolute pleasure to see all the kids come back to 
the pool and continue to enjoy their chosen sport. Finally, I would like to thank both Watermarc and 
Banyule, without their support we wouldn’t exist. 
 
Good luck to all of DVE Aquatic moving forward with so many wonderful families involved we can’t help 
but succeed in the pool. 
 
Heather Zipsin 
President DVE Aquatic 
 
 

Diving Report  
 
As for the 2019-20 and 2020-21 diving years 2020-22 was decimated with the COVID-19 virus which 
prevented all diving recommencing before the end of December 2021. 
 
Even though the season was shortened the Aggregate Competition, held after training where the divers 
looked forward to the competition and taking the opportunity to attempt their new dives, was held. 
 

Aggregate Competition Results 
 
A Grade 1st Maddi Munro 2nd Laura Dickson 3rd Antionette Dullivan 
Novice  1st Emmeline Bielenberg  Equal 2nd Siena Mirabile  & Camille Creighton   
Most Improved - Emmeline Bielenberg  
 
For the first time in three years the Diving Championships were conducted. The Novice and 14-15 Year 
competitions were fiercely contested with the results extremely close. 
 

Diving Championships Results 
 
Novice  1st Camille Creighton   2nd Emmeline Bielenberg   3rd Siena Mirabile 
13 – 14 Years 1st Laura Dickson 2nd Antionette Dullivan 
15 – 16 Years 1st Maddison Munro 
Open  1st Maddison Munro  
 
We continue to struggle to attract new diving members, this year nine members were in the diving squad 
with six finishing the year. We were fortunate to have available the diving facilities at Carey Grammar and 
to have the support of the pool management in negotiating our way through the COVID-19 protocols. 
 
Our thanks to all divers who trained and competed with great enthusiasm during this shortened year.  
Also, to the parents and friends who attended each week, provided their support to the divers and 
assistance with scoring at the competitions. Thanks also to Chelsea Munro for liaising with the new 
members and organising the Aggregate and Championship Competitions. 
 
Looking forward to another great year of diving in 2022-23 
 
Greg McGregor.        Ken Houghton 
DVE Diving Coach       VP Diving 
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Swimming Report 
 
We started the 21/22 season just like we did the year before, in another lockdown, and this one lasted 
until Mid-October. By this time, we had been in lockdown on and off for 263 days, that’s at least 263 days 
without swimming but luckily October 2021 was the last of them. 
 
The pools were very slow to reopen so the last 2 weeks of October the kids spent swimming outdoors at 
the Diamond Creek outdoor pool. Who can forget the frost in the morning where it was warmer in the 
water than out, and one squad even got to enjoy a thunderstorm nearby before they were evacuated. 
Either way the kids were happy just to get back to some kind of swimming and the coaches took it easier 
on them……for a while.  
 
Luckily, we still managed to hold 3 DVE meets, November 2021, May, and July this year. The income from 
these has been great for the club and we rely on them to survive, and I’d like to thank everyone who 
volunteered not only to organise the meets but who volunteered on the day. 
 
We were also able to hold a few Club Nights on Wednesday nights which were great nights for kids to 
spend some time out of the water to get to know each other and get some race practice in.  
 
In December we welcomed a new junior coach in Brooke Thwaites who also swims in the National Squad 
and has been doing a great job training the Development and Progressive squads with Suzi. 
 
In January they held the Victorian Sprint Championships after being cancelled in August. 14 swimmers 
went in to race and there were PB’s all around. With some newbies to the State Championships, they 
handled themselves like pro’s getting top ten in their races.  
 
In February DVE participated in the STARLIGHT SUPERSWIM. After 4 weeks of sessions, the kids clocked 
nearly 100 kms and raised $580 and we thank everyone for their support not only to the kids who swam 
the laps but those who donated. 
 
February was also the month of school swimming carnivals so congratulations to our DVE squad 
swimmers across all levels who participated in their school swimming carnivals and did their school and 
DVE proud.  
 
In March we had the long-awaited Victorian Age Long Course Championships with medals to Alex Basile 
and Riley Hodgins, many PB’s and National times for Jacob and Amity as well. 
 
In April was the long-awaited Australian Age Swimming Championships in Adeliade and we were proud to 
have Alex Basile, Jocob Lawrence, Amity Lansbury and Rhiannan Chen qualify. A great achievement to 
reach such a high level of swimming. 
 
A month later Alex Basile flew back to Adelaide to compete in the Australian Open Swimming 
Championships and competed in the 100m Butterly with the pro’s. Well done Alex! 
 
I want to thank everyone for what was a very difficult year to begin with for our swimmers and parents. 
The lockdowns, restrictions, vaccine mandates and juggling of competitions and training schedules has 
made it very hard for our swimmers to consistently work on their goals and milestones but I want to 
thank everyone for sticking in there with the club. Like every sport we have had our challenges but the 
soul of DVE has remained and we will continue to grow next year and concentrate on the things we can 
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control and be flexible around the hurdles that are put in front of us. 
 
I want to thank the coaches Brian, Adele, Suzi, Brooke and Angelina for doing a great job not only 
professionally to help our swimmers but also personally with understanding everyone’s challenges and 
situations. 
 
I want to thank our fabulous swimming committee. Kate who is not only the club Secretary but also 
applies for our grants and helps organise competitions, Diana who has a very hard task of creating the 
DVE Meet program and running our meets. Michelle who also helps out on competitions and a lot more. 
Angelina who manages our Memberships and again much more, Maria who recently became our Social 
Media guru is posting great stuff online for us and others that have helped out here and there. We have a 
very small number of parents helping and would love to see more parents help in any capacity you can to 
help not only your child, but the club grow so that everyone benefits, and more hands make light work! 
I also want to thank the officials who volunteer their time at our Meets, especially Bob Oldfield, Ken 
Houghton, and Lindsay Ellis. 
 
Finally, I also want to thank Heather our Club president who is finishing up this month for steering the 
ship. 
 
The dryland program run by Adam and his team of coaches at AV High Performance Academy, has been a 
wonderful addition to the program and we thank him for his commitment to the kid’s before, during and 
after the lockdown period. With the dryland program moving back to Greensborough we hope that will 
continue to grow. 
 
Thank you to all members who have continued to support the club through these tough and uncertain 
times. DVE is only as strong as its membership, and we are relying on you to support us now more than 
ever as we navigate our way through these difficult times. Being part of this swimming club is more than 
just about dropping kids off at the pool as they get trained, it’s a community sport run by volunteers who 
all have day jobs and are not paid and we require all parents to help out in some way, whether at meets 
or join the committee in one of the small or bigger roles, there is something for everyone.  
 
We’ve worked hard this year to not only stay afloat but strengthen our club and goals. We will need to  
continue to work hard next year whatever comes our way but I believe with the foundation we have now 
we will pull through stronger than ever and continue to grow as a competitive swimming club. 
 

Highlights of the last year 
 

July 2021 – October 2021 
 
Melbourne was in lock down again. 
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Oct 2021 
 
 Kids came out of lockdown and swam at Diamond Creek outdoor pool 
for 2 weeks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

November 2021 
 
We managed to have our DVE Long Course Meet on Sunday 28th November. 
 
Although we didn’t get the numbers we wanted like past meets, possibly because people were still 
anxious or felt unprepared to start racing but we put on a great day to start the competitive season.  
 

December 2021 
 

In December we welcomed our new Junior coach Brooke Thwaites. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 2022 
 
Victorian Sprint Championships 

After being cancelled in August the Vic Sprint 
Championships were on in January. 14 Kids went in to 
race and there were PB’s all around. With newbies to the 
State Championships, they handled it like pro’s getting 
top ten in their races. Mark just missed out on a bronze 
in his Freestyle, Julia breaking the 30 seconds in her 
freestyle, Jacob JUST missing out on his National time for 
freestyle and Amity achieving her first National time in 
Breaststroke. 



Diving – Swimming – Water Polo 
 

10 
 

February 2022 
 

In February DVE participated in the STARLIGHT 
SUPERSWIM. After 4 weeks and 12 training 
sessions, the kids clocked a total of 18.2km. 
Overall, as others added to the tally, we fell 50m 
short of 100km, completing a total of 99.95km. A 
mammoth effort by everyone who participated.  
 
We raised $580 and we thank everyone for their 
support not only to the kids who swam the laps 
but also for the kids who couldn’t. Thank you and 
well done! 
This year’s challenge exceeded so many 

expectations and we hope that DVE will continue to support this charity in the future. 
 
 
 

February was also the month of school swimming 
carnivals so congratulations to our DVE squad 
swimmers across all levels who participated in their 
school swimming carnivals. 
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March 2021 
 
2022 VICTORIAN AGE LONG COURSE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
Jacob and Amity achieved National times! Riley was super pumped 
to receive a medal 2nd in 100 fly with a huge PB! Alex Basile came in 
2nd in the 100 fly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DVE were also lucky to receive several grants this year and we had 
a visit from Kate Thwaites. With these grants we have been able 
to buy a new computer, the AutoCoach timing device, back stroke 
ledges and heart rate monitors to name a few. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Metro North Regional Competition saw us come away with a 
number of medals and swimmers progressing to State. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All Metro Junior Results also saw DVE get some great results 
- Rhianna 1st in 13 yo 50m freestyle with yet another 
national time success! 
- Lillian 3rd in 14 yo 50m butterfly 
- Amity 1st in 14 yo 50m breaststroke 
- Ashley placed 9th in 12 yo 50m backstroke 
- Ryley placed 6th in 13 yo 50m free, 6th in 50m 
backstroke 
- Jeremy placed 4th in 13 yo 50m back 
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- Alex C placed in 16yo 50m freestyle 6th place, 6th in 50m breaststroke, 10th in 50m butterfly 
- Jack placed 4th in 13 yo 50m fly 

 

April 2022 
Australian Swimming Championships 

• Alex swam 200IM, came in 16th in Australia!  Alex also 

came 3rd in the B final for the 100 fly.  

• Rhianna swam her 50m fly, with a personal best time 

shaving off 0.17 and now ranked 23rd in Australia!  Rhianna 

placed 22nd in the 100 fly!  

• Amity swam today, in 100m breast, 34th overall.   

 

 
 

 

May 2022 
 

We held our DVE Short Course Meet in May. There were so 
many personal best records achieved throughout the day and 
it was great to see so many swimmers with happy faces. 
 
2022 Australian Swimming Championships 
 
Well done to Alex Basile from the national squad who went to 
Adelaide and competed in the 100m Butterly with the pro’s. A 
great time of 56.32. Well done Alex ! 
 
 

 
2022 National Volunteer Week 
 
Volunteering brings people together; it builds communities 
and creates a better society for everyone. National Volunteer 
Week was a chance for all of us to celebrate and recognise the 
vital work of volunteers and to say thank you. 
The only way the club can survive is with its great volunteers. 
Thank you for your generous support! 

      Through volunteering, we are stronger and better together. 
 

June 2022 
 
Zoe Anna Macaulay has been selected in the School Sport Victoria 
Team Vic 10 - 19 Years & Under Swimming Team competing in the 
School Sport Australia Championship to be held in Brisbane, QLD 
from 15 -23 August 2022. 
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Congratulations to the below swimmers on achieving some great results through the Swimming Australia 
Bio Island Program 
 

Bio Island Australian Junior Excellence Results 2021-22 
 

Blue Award 
 

Sienna Christian  
Ruby Moore 
Olivia Tan 
Jeremy Watson 
Trinity Liang- Cardenas 
Mirabai Clark 
Eliza Connolly 
Alana Mcparland  
Scarlett Wilkinson 
Jasmine Colman 
 

Bronze Award 
 
Xavier Lucas Chy 
Jack Darling 
Jacob Ryder 
Lillian Staggard 
Hope Christian  
Ashley Lansbury 
Ariana Buiter 

 

Silver Award 
 
Matilda Barber  
Mikha Thapa 
Mark Tohme 

 

Gold Award 
 
Ryley Hodgins 
Rhianna Chen 
Jeremy Colman 
Zoe Macaulay 
 
 
Regards, 
Paul Piaia 
VP - Swimming 
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Water Polo Annual Report 

 

Memberships: 
  2021 – 2022   92 (F – 20 & M – 72) 

2020 – 2021                104 2015 – 2016     76 
2019 – 2020  110   
2018 – 2019   106 
2017 – 2018   100 
2016 – 2017  90 
 

2014 – 2015     62 
2013 – 2014     44 
2012 - 2013     39 
 

 
This season saw a drop in our membership numbers for the first time in 10 years. Whilst disappointing for 
the club and attributed to the ongoing impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic, our numbers are still 
strong, and we have seen growth in player participation. The water polo sub-committee is continuing to 
work on attracting and maintaining our athletes and their families.   
 

Presentation Night and Awards 
 
Following 2 years of missed opportunity, DVE Aquatic Water Polo held our presentation and awards night 
on the 28.5.2022 with close to 100 people present. It was a great night of celebration for all our athletes. 
We celebrated two seasons of awards throughout the night including the gold medal presentation to our 
U14 Boys and SL3 teams from the 2020 / 21 WPV seasons. 

 
Congratulations to everyone who were presented an award 

MVP 2020/21 Season 
 

U12 mixed Ella Spiteri 

U14 Boys Xavier Maher 

U16 Boys William Schofield 

U18 Boys Darcy Leech 

SL3 Luke Cannalonga 

SL5 Jacob Geange-Phipps 

SL7  Michael Jacobson 
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MVP 2021/22 Season 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coach Awards 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Gilchrist Award 
 

Congratulations to Stephanie Jacobson on being awarded the annual Andrew Gilchrist Award for 
outstanding achievement. Steph’s commitment to DVE Aquatic water polo as a club representative and 

now as a coach, her selection in the Australian Youth 
(U20) squad and the Victorian Phoenix National League 
Teams made he the obvious choice for the award.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U12 mixed Fynn Bohan 

U14 Boys Liam Niceforo 

Lachlan La Vagueresse 

U16 Girls  Abbey Martin 

Samantha Avery  

U16 Boys Mitch Bohan 

U18 Boys Riley O’Connell 

SL2 Riley O’Connell 

SL7 Jason Trubiano 

U12 mixed Curtis McVilly 

U14 Boys Felipe Alleri 

U16 Boys Harry Wightman 

U18 Boys Jack Ramsdale 

U16 Girls Olivia Lee 
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Victorian summer season 2021-2022 
 
Like all sports, the COVID-19 pandemic has had a massive impact on water polo. The most satisfying 
achievement for the club this year was we were able to secure participation in the WPV summer season 
through our efforts to combine with other WPV clubs.   

• U14 Mixed – combined with NYP Dragons (no ladder) 

• U14 Boys – combined with NYP Dragons 

• Youth Girls (U16) combined with Northcote 

 

Congratulations to the SL7 Men team for winning the competition. 

Junior and Senior League Position  Sub-junior League Position 

U16 Boys  4th  U14 Boys 4th 
U16 Girls 4th  U14 Mixed 2nd 
U18 Men 2nd    
SL2 Men 3rd  
SL7 Men 1st  
   

 

Geelong Tri-state Tournament 2022 
 
Geelong Tristate tournament was held on the 18.2.2022 and we entered two teams, U14 Boys and U16 
Boys, and had 3 DVE representatives in the U12 section (combining with Geelong). 
 
Each team won bronze medals for the tournament.   
 

Representative Honours  
 

2022 Delfina Interstate Challenge (U15 Victoria) 

A number of our members were part of the Delfina interstate challenge held in 11th – 13th June with two 
Victorian teams selected to compete 

VIC BLUE 

• Mitchell Bohan 

• Oliver Jones 

• Xavier Maher 

Team finished second 

Mitchell was named on the team of the tournament 

Coached by DVE Aquatic coach Alberto Vela Del Aguila 
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VIC WHITE 

• Liam Niceforo 

• Zachary Osland 

• Jeremy Spiteri 

 

Team finished fifth 

Coached by DVE Aquatic coach Jamie Osland 

 

U15 and U17 VIC National State Championship Squads 

The U15 WPV selection was held on the 4th-5th June. The following members have made training squads: 

U15 Boys 

• Mitchell Bohan 

• Oliver Jones 

• Gus Kelly 

• Xavier Mahar 

• Jeremy Spiteri 

• Zachary Osland 

 

U15 Girls 

Tess Haslam has been named coach for the 2022 U15 Girls squad  

 

U17 Boys 

Patrik Dobradi 

 

National Water Polo League – Victoria Phoenix 

Stephanie Jacobson and Riley O’Connell are training with the Victorian Phoenix squads for the 2022/23 
national water polo league season  

 

National Water Polo Championships – Brisbane 2022 

The National Water Polo championships were held in April 2022. We had a number of teams compete at 
the tournament 

U14 Boys – combined with Richmond to finish 6th in their pool of 7 

U16 Boys – finished 7th in their pool 8 

U18 Men – finished 14th out of 16 teams) 
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All athletes represented our club very well and came away with a huge amount of experience. Given the 
impact from COVID these were very solid results. 

 
 
Coaches 

Alberto Vela Del Aguila continues as our head coach at DVE Aquatic 
Water Polo summer competition as head coach embarking on his second 
year in the role.  Alberto dedication to player development and to our 
club is massive and our club is extremely appreciative of his time and 
effort. 

We have welcomed four amazing junior coaches this year to support 
Alberto: 

• Tess Haslam 

• Omar Vela Wheen 

• Stephanie Jacobson 

• Ethan Niceforo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Future and development 
 
The future is looking positive in water polo. Our club continues to achieve great results and develop 
outstanding athletes. We are focused on developing our younger age group participation in both boys 
and girls. 
 
The water polo committee is ecstatic to have successfully run our first come and try in over 2 years 
following the multiple impacts form COVID. We had over 35 new athletes try the sport, and we are 
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confident that this will grow our development squads. Most exciting of all was the growing numbers in 
female participation.   
 
We are proud to have all teams return this season and hope to continue to grow the participation in all 
age groups, our female athletes, and securing standalone DVE Aquatic teams. 
 
We hope to see our DVE Aquatic members give water polo a go. It is a fun game, especially when you 
have your friends with you!! We look forward to keeping building our base with new U12 and U14 players 
joining the club. 
 

Sub-Committee 
 
A special thank you to the water polo sub-committee for all the work during the year. Current committee 
members include 

• Heather Zipsin 

• Pat Southwell 

• Alberto Vela Del Aquila  

• Lance Geange  

• Karen Phipps 

• Luke Southwell 
 
I would also like to thank Anna Joske for her involvement on the committee during the year 
 
The club remains in a very strong position!  
 
Jamie Osland 
Vice President – Water Polo 
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 Registrar’s Report 
 

For a second year in a row the season was disrupted by lockdowns caused by Coronavirus which 
in particular delayed the start of the water polo season.  Active swimming registrations were 
only 3 fewer than the previous season but active water polo registrations were 15 fewer than 
last year.  There was also a slight reduction in the number of registered divers.  The number of 
Swimming ‘Dry members’, comprised of parents/guardians/Life members, and coaches, reduced 
from the prior season but there was a slight increase in the number of water polo volunteers.  A 
total of 268 members registered across all disciplines a reduction of 23 from the previous 
season.  
The largest fall in numbers was in the 12 and under age group which fell by 15 members and the 
over 21 age group which fell by 10. There was a slight increase in registrations in the 13 to 17 
years age group. A total of 89 males registered in the under 21 age group compared with 67 
females. In the over 21 age group (mainly parents and volunteers) the situation was reversed 
with 72 females and 42 males.  
 
Membership breakdown is shown on a separate page along with a comparison with last season. 
The total registrations for each of our main activities Swimming, Diving, and Water Polo are 
shown. There is then a ‘netting’ factor to take account of members who have registered in more 
than one activity. For example, 5 swimmers also registered as water polo players.   
 
208 members renewed their membership, 60 new members joined, 88 did not renew 
membership, and 5 transferred out during the season. 
 

Registered Life Members (Registered as): 

Jessica Adams  (Dry)             
Katrina Adams              (Dry)          
Joy Ellis                          (Dry)          
Lindsay Ellis  (Dry)                                                                                                                               
Andrew Gilchrist             (Dry)          
Iain Hebden  (Swimmer)                                                                            
Helen Houghton (Dry)            
Ken Houghton  (Dry & Diving)            
Bryn Jones                        (Dry)          
Greg McGregor  (Diving)          
Brian Miller  (Dry and Coaches Association)        
Bob Oldfield             (Dry)               
Luke Southwell  (Water Polo)           
Pat Southwell  (Water Polo)                        
Kristin Thomas  (Dry) 

 

 

Life Members who are not registered: 
Jodie Axton 
Melissa Graham 
Dianne Grenfell 
Martin Hone                  
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Edward Jackson   
Margaret Little 
Joel Miller   
Matthew Moulder  
Kate Murphy 
Kylie Nadenbousch 
Philip Robertson 
Jenny Seiler 
Ken Seiler 
Roland Van Oorschot  

 

Life Members – deceased 

Trevor Axton 

John Buckland 

Ron Mullinger 

 

Service Awards (covering last 2 seasons) 

40 Years: Bob Oldfield 

30 Years: Greg McGregor 

20 Years: Lisa Southwell 

10 Years: Charli Campbell, Jacqui Draper, Vince Niceforo, Omar Vela Wheen 

 

 
 
Bob Oldfield 
Registrar 
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Sponsors 
 

 
 


